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were sent on board. " Some knights and fidalgos from Goa
wished to join me/' writes Albuquerque, " but I would not
consent, because the fewer men were on these ships, the less
harm could the Moors' bombards do us/' Albuquerque him-
self embarked on a small native boat and remained before
Benastarim to superintend manoeuvres.

Under a furious fire, Albuquerque led his ships nearer
and nearer. They could only approach by degrees and with
the tide. The Turks had good artillery and used it well,
not missing more than ten out of two hundred shots. The
decks of all the vessels as they closed in were swept by
huge stone cannon-balls, while their masts and yards and
shrouds were stiff with arrows.

Quite undaunted by the smoke and fearful din, the five
ships sailed upstream into the cannons' mouth, Aires da
Silva in his excitement went too fast and a false manoeuvre
placed him broadside on the enemy's bombards. The latter
redoubled their fire; a ball crashed into three barrels of gun-
powder on the deck, and half the ship went up into the air.
The startled sailors jumped into the water and Aires da
Silva stood alone on board. Albuquerque at once dashed
alongside, calling to the seamen to return and not desert
their captain. The sight of the Governor quite unconcerned
amid the general fracas steadied their nerves and they came
back. The ship was towed into a less dangerous position
and by a miracle it was not burned. " At which/' says
Albuquerque, " I was the most astonished man on
earth!"

Two days later Albuquerque broke through the barricades
of stakes across the stream. With the high tide, after dark,
he brought his ships right inside the channel and against
the walls, though the Turks, lighting the blackness with
bundles of burning straw, went on firing all night. Having
placed all the ships in position and seen to their supplies of
food and water, Albuquerque left Aires da Silva in command
and went to join the troops ashore and direct operations
from the other side.